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An ANSWER io the Petition of Groret Rss, Eſq; 
Eldeſt Son to the Lord Roſs, (a Peer of Scotland, now of Great= 
Britain) touching the late Election of a Member to ſerve in Parliament, 
for the Barons of: Roſs-Shire. i” e 


HO it be humbly conceived, that the Rules of the Houſe, and particularly the Reſolution 
| of the , Day of laſt, touching the eldeſt Sons of Peers of Scotland, 
do preclude and evacuate the, Petitioner's Pretenſions; yet to ſhew that the {aid Petition is 
wholly groundleſs, vexatious and frivolous, the following Account of the occaſion of this 
Controverſie, and State of the Caſe, is humbly offered to the confideration of the Honourable Com- 
mons of Great-Britain, in Parliament aſſembled. „„ 5 8 
The Lord Roſs having acquired the Reverſion of a Title to an Eſtate of 3 or 400 J. in Roſs-Shire, 
after the expiration of two Lives yet to run; with the burden of ſeveral conſiderable Debts, did 
imagin that, on the ſcore of this his new Purchaſe, (tho' he has no other Intereſt, nor the leaſt 
Blood-Relation to any Family in that Shire) he could procure any Perſon whom he eommend ed, to 
be elected and returned for ſerving as a Member in Parliament: And on that account, he openly de- 
clared his Pretenſions, by his Intereſt at Court, to have been made EARL OF ROSS, and conſe- 
quently, Superiour-and Over-Lord to all the Noble-Men, Barons and Free-holders in that Shire: 


Wich ot only alarmed, but even irritated the moſt confiderable part of them, and eſpecially thoſe 


of the Name and Family of the MACKENZIES, who being the chief Inſtruments in reducing the 
exorbitant Power of the turbulent and rebellious (now extin& ) Earls of Roſs, had a very great part 


: of the Earldom diſponed to them, for the Yearly payment of the ſame Rents and Annuities to the 


Cron, which were formerly paid by the Tenants to the ſaid Earls, before the Forfeiture and Anne xa- 
tion thereof to the Crown. 1 5 | 
But the Mackenxies, and their Friends, being Proprietors of above four parts of five of the whole 
Shire, were induced, for the afarefaid Reaſon, to reſolve againſt electing any perſon recommended 
buy the Lord Roſs ; eſpecially his own eldeſt Son, who, by the Laws, and conſtant practice of Scot- 
land, vas incapable of having been elected howſoever. „„ 


* * 


- However, the Lord Roſs thought fit to ſet up his {aid eldeſt Son as a Candidate; and, by ſplitting 
the above mention'd ſmall Barony in as many ſham-divided-Baronies, as there were Forty-Pences in it, 
did make up a greater number of Barons and Voters, by far, than were ever at any former Election 
in that Shire: And ſome other ſmall Barons being prevailed upon to join with the ſaid Lord Roſs, 
on hopeful Perſuaſions, from his great Intereſt at Court, and in the Army; he procured a certain 
number of illegal Votes for his eldeſt Son, (the Petitioner ) in manner aforeſaid, . 
At the time of Election, all theſe Sham-Yoters were particularly objected againſt, upon this ſpecial 
ground, that their pretended Rights contain'd expreſly, that the Baronies 19 ere&ed were redeemable 
by the Lord Koſs, {ome for 60, others for 50, and ſome for 40 Pence of Capital; which is ſuch a 
fraudulent practice, as (if tolerated ) may, in time, overturn the Rights of the greateſt part of alt 
the Barons in Scotland, in electing Members to repreſent them in Parliament; and make their Electi- 
ons, of courſe, unavoidably liable to be influenced by the Peers. 

It was farther objected, at the time of the Election, That the Petitioner, (the Perſon for whom 
theſe Sham-Barons voted ) was, by the Laws of Scotland, uncapable of being elected, by or for the 
Barons; which was notoriouſly known over all the Kingdom, eſpecially in Roſs-Shire, where, in the 
Year 1685, ohn Mackenzie, then Junior of Tarbat, (now Lord Macleod) tho unanimouſly choſen 
by all the Barons of that Shire, was declared uncapable of fitting in Parliament as a Baron, merely 
upon account of his being the eldeſt Son of a Peer; and another was ordered to be elected: Which, 

indeed renders the Barons of that Shire ſingularly inexcuſable, for chuſing or caſting away their 
Votes on the Petitioner, whom they knew to be the eldeſt Son of a Peer. | 

From all which Premiſſes it is evident, that all the Votes given for the Petitioner, were of courſe 
void, null, and of none effect; and that all the undiſputed and legal Votes given for the returned 
and fitting Member, (Hugh Roſs, Jun. of Kilravock, Eſq; ) do ſtill ſtand good. 

But, farther, Faup to one of the old and legal Barons voted for the return'd and fitting Member: 
And, (which is yet more) even allowing the aforeſaid new Sham-Barons, he had ſtill a plurality of 
Votes for him: So that (laying aſide humorous, litigious and frivolous cavilling) there do's not re- 
main ſo much as the ſhadow of any real Right, or juſt Pretence againſt his Election. Yea, if thoſe 
who voted for the return'd and fitting Member, particularly the Mackenzies, had thought it a ju- 
ſtifiable practice to ſplit their Eſtates into ſub-divided Sham-Baronies, (as the Lord Roſs did) they 
might have multiplied the number of their Votes incomparably beyond what all the Intereſt that the 
Lord Roſs and his Club have in that Shire is capable of doing. . | | 

Add to this, that the other Party having, on the Day of Election, thrown away their Votes in man- 
ner aforeſaid, the fitting Member's Election is thereby de jure & de facio valid: And no Perſon ha- 
ving, in due time, objected legally againſt the fitting Member's Election; by the Laws of Scotland, 

(which by the Union are declared to be the ſtanding Rule, as to all Elections for Shires and Bur- 
roughs ) none can now be heard. Nor can the Petitioner, in any capacity whatſoever, be allowed 
o 8 as to plead in what concerns the Election of a Baron, he being the eldeſt Son of a Peer, as 
aforeſaid. | 4 — 1 8 

In reſpect of all which, it is bumbly hoped, that the Honourable Houſe will reject the Petition, 
eſpecially in favour of one of the remote#t Shires in Scotland; and in which there have been more 
qualified Barons in publick Truſt, ever ſmce the Revolution, than in any other Shire in Scotland 
Proportionably, and that too of theſe very Perſons who are now moi injuriouſly and calummiouſiy 
traduced by the Lord Roſs and his Club. 


